Update from the U.S. Department of State on Immigrant Visa Processing

The United States Department of State (DOS) has announced a temporary pause on immigrant visa processing for nationals of 75 countries identified as high risk for public benefits usage. The term “immigrant visa” refers to a permanent visa, issued by a U.S. Consulate, that allows a foreign national to enter the U.S. as a permanent resident ( also referred to as a green card holder).

 Effective January 21, 2026, the DOS has not yet determined the length of this pause. The policy does not revoke immigrant visas already issued. The DOS provided a list of affected countries on its website.
 
This policy does not impact any non-immigrant visas. Non-immigrant visas are commonly used by students and scholars (F-1, J-1, H-1B, O-1, TN, etc.).
 
Foreign nationals with questions about how this policy regarding public charge affects potential immigrant visa plans should address their questions to an immigration attorney.

Christene Cooper & Anne Gardsbane
christene.cooper@uocnn.edu; anne.gardsbane@uconn.edu  
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES, LABOR RELATIONS
University of Connecticut | Depot Campus
9 Walters Avenue, Unit 5075 | Storrs, CT 06269-5075
Office: 860.486.3699  Fax: 860.486.3390
International Employees

